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My Dear Friends:
I can’t tell you how excited I am for this year’s missions conference. When the Russians’ 
unjust war in Ukraine broke out early last year, our prayers and efforts were directed to 
that part of the world. We already had a significant connection through our own Clarke 
Norton; but now, Ukraine was both a mission field and a battle ground. I found myself 
wanting to know more and do more in that part of the world—and talking with many of 
you, I know that I was not alone in this.
 
And so, our missions conference this year has a distinctly European flavor. We will hear 
about church planting in southern Europe, new Presbyterian denominations emerging 
in Poland and Norway, and of course the ongoing work in Ukraine. I know that we will 
learn a lot. But I hope for more than that. I want our hearts to be engaged with what 
God is doing in that part of the world: so that our brothers and sisters in Christ will 
know and feel our prayers and support and that Christ’s cause will advance because of 
what we do this February.
 

In the grip of God’s grace,

Sean Lucas, PhD | Senior Pastor

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Nursery available for all Missions Conference events.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Congregational Dinner | 5:30 p.m. | Fellowship Hall $7 adults, $5 children

Guest Speakers Introduction | 6:30 p.m.

“That Mission Thing” activities available for SK-5th grade.

Rev. Jon Eide, Dr. Paul Lim, Rev. Andrew Lupton, Rev. Sashko 

Nezamutdinov, Mr. Clarke Norton, Mr. Michał Sylwestrowicz,

Rev. Stanislaw Sylwestrowicz, and Dr. Walter Wood 

“Church Planting in Athens: Ancient and Modern” | 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Walter Wood

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Congregational Lunch & Learn | 11:30 am–1:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall $7

“The Bread Basket of Life” • Rev. Sashko Nezamutdinov



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Congregational Lunch & Learn | 11:30 am–1:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall $7

“Denomination Planting: The Why of the Presbyterian Church in Poland” •

Mr. Michał Sylwestrowicz & Rev. Stanislaw Sylwestrowicz

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Breakfast | 8:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall $7 adults, $5 children

Congregational Electives I | 9:30 a.m.
Come hear seminars on a variety of subjects from our guest speakers!

Activities available for SK-5th grade.

“The War in Ukraine: One Year Later” • Rev. John Eide 

“Answering Ivan Karamazov’s Questions on Human Suffering” • Dr. Paul Lim

“How Do I Forgive the Person Who Has Hurt Me Deeply?” • Rev. Andrew Lupton

“Why Does God Allow Suffering?” • Rev. Sashko Nezamutdinov

“Faith in War: Holding on Amidst Hardship” • Mr. Clarke Norton

“How to Love Your Enemies Well” • Mr. Michał Sylwestrowicz

“Emotional Intelligence: The Key to Your Relationships” • Dr. Walter Wood

Congregational Electives II | 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Morning Worship Services | 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary

“Five Words to Live By” • Mark 9:14-29 • Dr. Paul Lim

Joint Adult Sunday School  | 9:45 a.m. | Fellowship Hall

“Discipling the Diaspora: From Putin’s War to Your Front Door” •

Rev. Andrew Lupton

Congregational Dinner & Closing Message | 6:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall $7 

“That Mission Thing” activities available for SK-5th grade.

“God is The God of All Comfort” • Mr. Clarke Norton



< THE REVEREND JON EIDE
Mission to the World, Ukraine

Jon and his family joined MTW in 1997 to plant churches in 
Ukraine. Jon is ordained in the PCA and Tracy is a nurse.

The Eides have been privileged to help plant four churches over 
the years (while witnessing two revolutions), then to see those 
and other churches come together to join into a denomination, all 
of which remind them of God’s grace on their lives and the church 

in Ukraine. Jon now serves as the regional director for MTW’s work in Eastern Europe.

DR. PAUL LIM >  
Vanderbilt University, Divinity School 

Professor Paul C.H. Lim is an award-winning historian of 
Reformation- and post-Reformation Europe.   His latest book, 
Mystery Unveiled: The Crisis of the Trinity in Early Modern England, 
won the 2013 Roland H. Bainton Prize as the best book in history/
theology by the Sixteenth Century Society and Conference.   He 
has published two other books in that area: The Cambridge 
Companion to Puritanism; and  In Pursuit of Purity, Unity, and 

Liberty: Richard Baxter’s Puritan Ecclesiology in Context.

Currently, he is writing a book on the transformation of global evangelical attitudes 
toward and endeavors on eradication of human trafficking and structural poverty.   
He has delivered papers and lectures at Oxford, Cambridge, London, St. Andrews, 
Rotterdam, Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Penn, and Pomona College, as well in Sri Lanka, 
India, Cambodia, Switzerland, France, Ethiopia, Kenya, China, Japan, and South Korea.

< THE REVEREND ANDREW LUPTON
Mission to the World, Norway

Andrew Lupton is a native of western North Carolina and has 
served with Mission to the World since 2011. Andrew married 
Laura Kate in 2005 and they have the joy of raising Fox (11), Evie 
Jude (9), and Lucy (6).

The Luptons served in Bogota, Colombia for nine years 
overseeing a revitalization work at one of the world’s oldest 
international churches, the United Church of Bogota. It was there 

that God developed their hearts for serving transnational migrants through  starting and 
strengthening international churches. In that vein, the Luptons moved to Oslo, Norway 
in 2022 to plant an international church in one of Europe’s diverse and most secular 
cities. Andrew also serves as the Church Starting Catalyst for the Missional International 
Church Network. He holds degrees from Campbell University, the Lundy-Fetterman 
School of Business, and Covenant Theological Seminary.
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THE REVEREND SASHKO NEZAMUTDINOV >  
Christ Savior Church, Krakow, Poland

Sashko Nezamutdinov is based in Krakow, Poland where he is 
involved with a team who are church planting and reaching out 
to young adults disillusioned with, or sceptical of, the Church 
through university student, art and apologetics ministry.  Krakow 
is the second-largest city in Poland, with a population of 800,000 

but an Evangelical community of no more than 1,500.

Currently, Sashko is leading an international group of young adults who are seeking to 
plant a Reformed church in the city. His passion is the process of making the gospel 
message relevant to different groups of people depending on where they are at 
geographically, socially, culturally or spiritually. This happens through different social 
projects, Facebook posts, conversations over coffee, text messages, sermons or blog articles. 

The church that Sashko is leading reaches out to the local community through arts (including 
an annual Art&Thought Forum), women’s ministry, and student ministry. Sashko also runs 
a small Reformed publishing house. He loves reading, listening to jazz and bossa nova, and 

watching not-so-famous TV series from different countries around the world.

< MR. CLARKE NORTON
Mission to the World, L'viv, Ukraine 

Clarke was raised in the church from an early age, and this gave him 
the opportunity to go on several mission trips before graduating 
high school. In his last year of studying history at the University 
of Mississippi, he began searching for a cross- cultural ministry 
internship and found “The Greenhouse’.’ He graduated from the 
University of Mississippi in May 2009 and two weeks later, he 
arrived in L’viv to begin an eighteen-month internship with our 

church-planting team. In God’s goodness, this internship developed into a long-term call 
to serve in this corner of the world.

In 2015 Clarke and Khrystya were married in L’viv. Khrystya loves being involved in the 
teen/tween ministry (Compass), the university ministry and various children’s ministries 
of the church. In December 2017, the Nortons welcomed Emma, and in 2019, Mark was 
born.  Baby #3 is due February 2023!

MR. MICHAŁ SYLWESTROWICZ >  
Seminary Student,Edinburgh Theological Seminary, Gdansk, Poland

Michał grew up in a Christian missionary household and can’t 
remember a time in his life when he didn’t believe in the Gospel 
of God’s great love revealed on the cross. In 2016, God placed a 
desire for planting confessional Presbyterian churches on his mind 
and heart, which became possible through partnering with IPC 

Memphis, MTW, and the International Presbyterian Church.

Since early 2020, Michał has been involved in planting a Presbyterian church in Gdansk, 
Poland. So that he can learn and serve simultaneously, he has been studying at Edinburgh 
Theological Seminary via distance learning. Michał and his wife, Kaja, have two children 
Eunika (3) and Teodor (1).



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any afflic-
tion, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in 

Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

II CORINTHIANS 1:3-5

< THE REVEREND
STANISLAW SYLWESTROWICZ
Evangelical-Presbyterian Church of the Holy Trinity, Gdansk, Poland

Stasiek was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1962. He is of Polish nationality 
and grew up in a devout Catholic family. He was introduced to the 
gospel of grace by the ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ 
after his graduation from the Electronics Department of Warsaw 
Technical University. Soon he joined the staff of what then was the 
underground ministry of the Polish division of CCC.

Stasiek joined the Polish Baptist Church in Poznan in 1991. In 1993, he married Faye 
Chancellor (US staff of CCC serving in Poland), a member of IPC Memphis. God blessed 
them with two sons Michal (28), Daniel (25), and a daughter Esther (23), as well as 15 foster 
children. In 2009, he earned the MATS degree at Covenant Theological Seminary and 
recently completed the process of ordination in the International Presbyterian Church. 
Together with his son, Michal, he is involved in planting the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of the Holy Trinity in Gdansk. He is also involved in apologetic ministry, taking part 
in debates, and producing videos defending Christianity, particularly from a Reformed 
perspective.

DR. WALTER WOOD >  
Europe City Partners, Atlanta, Georgia

Walter Wood grew up in Birmingham, Alabama, but left home in the 
1970’s to pursue God’s call on his life to serve Him in a full-time capacity. 
He was in campus ministry with Cru (1974-79),  went to seminary at 
Reformed Theological (1979-82), then joined the staff of Perimeter 

Church Atlanta (1982-93), serving in a variety of capacities.

During this time Walter developed a vision of reaching the world for 
Christ through evangelism, discipleship, and the local church. Walter 
left Perimeter Church to plant North Cincinnati Community Church (NCCC) in 1994. NCCC grew 
steadily and was able to give birth to 8 daughter churches from 2001-2013. He began working 
with City to City (CTC) in Europe in 2011 as a volunteer, still pastoring NCCC, doing part-time 
coaching of church planters and church planting network development in several cities of 

Southern Europe. NCCC had been involved with churches in Croatia for several years prior. 

His work with CTC began with supporting a handful of church planters in Barcelona, Rome, Athens, 
Budapest, Prague, and Croatia. This network gradually expanded to include planters in Lisbon, 
Madrid, Athens, Vienna, Istanbul, and Dublin. Walter retired from NCCC in 2015, and subsequently 
helped CTC initiate and develop church planting networks in Lisbon, Barcelona, Rome, Budapest, 
and Vienna. When CTC restructured their staff in early 2020, Walter was encouraged to start a new 
ministry to be able to continue the strategic work he had developed over the previous nine years. 
After much prayer and counsel, he and his wife Becky believed the Lord would have them form a new 

ministry, Europe City Partners, to continue the work he had begun.


