A NEW PEOPLE. A NEW MEMPHIS.

The First Word on Worship

It is interesting to see how other preachers have dealt with Genesis 24: so many of them use
this text to talk about finding a godly wife! Suffice it to say, that is not why God the Holy Spirit
put this scene here in the middle of Genesis, the longest chapter in the entire book. Rather,
this story shows how God works to ensure that his promises come to pass. He had promised
that Abraham would be a great nation, occupying a beautiful land and bringing blessing to
all the families of the earth. How was that going to happen? By bringing Isaac a bride — that
was how the covenant promises would go from one generation to the next.
But this scene points us to a greater Gospel narrative: that God himself is seeking a bride, a
bride for his Son, Jesus Christ. To what lengths will God go to gain a people for himself! He
will go from heaven to earth, take upon himself the form of a servant, become obedient to
death — all to secure a bride! From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride — that
is the ultimate message of Genesis 24.
And it is a message to encourage our hearts today. As we will hear in the call to worship, the
assurance of pardon, in the hymns — our God delights to pursue us in Jesus Christ and to
enter into communion with us. He came to seek and save us — but also to delight in us! Let
us worship this faithful God and Savior today!
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The Lord’s Day Worship

The Tenth Day of January, Two Thousand and Twenty-One
Ten O’clock in the Morning

The Welcome and Announcements
The Meditation

“Andante Tranquillo” from Sonata III
Jennifer Velázquez, Organist

The Call to Worship
The Minister:

Mendelssohn		

Psalm 45

My heart overflows with a pleasing theme; I address my verses to the king.
You are the most handsome of the sons of men; grace is poured upon your
lips; therefore, God has blessed you forever.

The Congregation: Gird your sword on your thigh, O Mighty One, in your splendor and
majesty!
The Minister:

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a
scepter of uprightness.

The Congregation: Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond
your companions.
The Minister:

Hear, O daughter and consider, and incline your ear: forget your people
and your father’s house, and the king will desire your beauty.

All:

We will cause your name, O King, to be remembered in all generations;
therefore, nations will praise you forever and ever! Amen! Let us worship
God!
The Reverend J. Edward Norton, Associate Pastor
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The Hymn of Praise				
“My Heart Is Greatly Stirred”

Psalm 45
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The Prayer of Adoration
The Ascription of Praise		
Münster Gesangbuch, 1677
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The Corporate Confession of Sin

O Lord God, eternal and almighty Father, we confess and acknowledge unfeignedly before your
holy majesty that we are poor sinners, conceived and born in iniquity and corruption, prone to
do evil, incapable of any good, and that in our depravity we transgress your holy commandments
without end or ceasing. We are grieved that we have offended you; and we condemn ourselves and
our sins with true repentance, beseeching your grace to relieve our distress. O God and Father,
most gracious and full of compassion, have mercy upon us in the name of your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we pray, Amen. — Communion Liturgy of John Calvin
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The Assurance of Pardon

“You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you
shall be called My Delight Is In Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your
land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.”

The Hymn of Assurance

“Thou Lovely Source of True Delight”
Andrew Ginn and Drew Lucas, Guitars Tim Keith, Bass
Music: Kevin Twit

Words: Anne Steele
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The Statement of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayer of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Anthem

“How Can I Keep from Singing?”
Emily Edwards, Flute
James A. Brown, Jr., Director

arr. Ellingboe

My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentation.
I hear the real, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation.
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging.
Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing.
It sounds and echoes in my soul. How can I keep from singing?
What though the tempest ‘round me roar. I hear the truth. It liveth.
What though the darkness ‘round me close, songs in the night it giveth.
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The Scripture Reading
The Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
The Congregation: Thanks be to God!

The Sermon
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“From Heav’n He Came and Sought Her”
Dr. Sean Michael Lucas
Senior Pastor

Genesis 24:1-67

Sermon Notes
1. A bride for Isaac
A. What’s at stake?

B. What’s required?

C. Who’s in charge?

2.A bride for Christ
A. What he did

B. Who it is

8

The Hymn of Response

“The Church’s One Foundation”

Samuel J. Stone, 1866

Aurelia
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No. 347

5. 'Mid toil and tribulation,
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

The Benediction
The Congregational Response		

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

The Postlude

CCLI #683309

Aurelia

		
“Antiphon V: How Fair and How Pleasant Art Thou”
Dupré
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In the Sanctuary Today

The arrangement in the Sanctuary is presented to the glory of God.

Deaths

We extend our sympathy to
Kim Larroux and Jean Larroux IV on the death of her father and his grandfather,
Arthur Dennis Fulford, on January 1.
We extend our sympathy to
Anne and Johnny Chambers on the death of his mother,
Carolyn Chambers, on January 5.

Dates to Remember
January 17

10:00 Worship Service
Livestream Only

February 2

Women’s Simply Tuesday Bible Study Resumes

February 4

Men’s In The Word Bible Study Resumes

February 2021

Sunday Evening Praise Resumes
Jesus Is Our Joy: Studies in Philippians

The February Missions Conference is postponed until 2022.
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